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mously increase the labour of carrying a load
up the North Col. All that before was firm and
sure becomes slippery and uncertain. Instead of
stepping confidently with body erect the porters
crawl hesitatingly on, hugging the slope. All
sense of security is gone. And this year there
was more snow and greater cold than in 1922.
The porters had already suffered severely from the
cold, and the additional snow on the North Col
made it all the more necessary to prepare a good
way for them.
With this intention a strong party of climbers
set out from Camp III on May 20th, and Norton,
thinking that Mallory, who was suffering from a
" high altitude " throat, and Somervell, who had
a touch of the sun, might not be able to go on,
joined the party himself. It now consisted of
those three and Odell, together with Lhakpa
Tsering carrying a load of Alpine rope and pickets
for the more difficult places. Their pace was
very slow at first and it soon became apparent
that Somervell was suffering from more than the
usual lassitude. He had, in fact, a rather severe
attack of sunstroke. He was intent on struggling
on, but Norton and Mallory forcibly persuaded him
to return, and he went back to camp thoroughly
disgusted.
What Norton and Mallory had now to do was
to find a way which would be clear of avalanches.
They could see an immense crevasse stretching
right across the face of the great ice slopes of